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A queſtion of thus time. 
IW hy deth not the King become aCatholike ? If he would 
become a Catholike, his realme would ſoone be at peace: 


all hi: ſubiectes would cbey him, and without any diffi- 


cullie acknowleaze him. 


This is the daily ſpeeche of diners : but let vs conſider whe- 
ther it be not ofperſons as farre different in humours, 
asthey diſter in intents. 


ch aſſuraunce as they might gather, that 
he meant god earnett, they would acknow- 
ledge him to be their Ring, ſuppoſing , that if they muſt nodes 
grow to that paſſe, that ofnecefſitie they mult obey him, they 
would at the leaſt perſwads and make the ſimple people (whome 
they had abnſed)to bel&ue that their firſt ſtirring vp of theſe com- 
motions and tronbles of war, tended only to the pꝛeſeruation of 
the Cathol. Apoſtol. Ronuilh religion, and the Kings conuerſton. 
But thele ſpeeches would much better haue beſcemed the mouths 
of other Catholikes that did continue in their dueties, then 
theirs : fo2 they are foz to remember, that the late deceaſed King 
was as great a catholike as anp of his p2edeceſſours , ad 
yet was it her whome the [Leaguers did firſt ſet vpon, againſt 
him directed they their firſt exclamations , iniurics , and repꝛa⸗ 
ches, in his life time began they their conſpiracics, rebellions, 
av diſehedience: againſt his perſon and eſtate did they ſs farre 
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attempt, as with the adniſe of the moſt apparant pꝛofeſſours of 
Nomiſh religion among them, to deliberate, conſult of, and con⸗ 
clude his death, whom finally moſt barbarouſly and hoꝛribly they 
ſtroke and ſlew though a Jacobine Friar,whs was by them in⸗ 
duced and b2zought thereto. 

Che ſame Leaguers are alſo to remember, that by their wꝛi⸗ 
tings and diffamatoꝛv Libelles pꝛinted and publiſhed at ſuch time 
as they thought the R. that now is to be enerth2own x paſt hope 
of euer attaming to the ſucteſſion of this Crown, they pꝛotlaimd 
him a relaps, aduowing , that albeit he woulce returne into the 
boſome of the catholike Church, yct he was no longer recetuable 
to the ſucceſſion of the Crowne, and ſo conſequently his ſfubiectes 
were diſpenſed with foz acknowledging him o2 yelding him anie 
obedicnce: yea this they cauſed to be pꝛeached abꝛoad by the hired 
tongues of their pzeachers . Many other ſuch ſpeeches and w2t 
tings of the ſame Authoꝛs conlde J here alleadge to repꝛaue and 
conuince them of contradiction, and ſo to ſhew them to be nothing 
lefſe then ledde with ſo holy a dcfire of the kings conuerſion, were 
it the Argument ef this Diſcourſe : but being content with this 
litle, which in reſpect ol them, J haue but touched by the way, J 
will indeuour to anſwere and ſatiſfic others that doe vſe the ſams 
ſpech.,albeit with other affection and meaning then they. 

Among ſundꝛy that giue themſelues out to be the Kings ſer⸗ 
uants, we daily heare no other ſpeeches but tleſe: Would to God 
the King would become a Catholike : That he would vouchſafe 
ſo much content to the Catholikes, as to go to maſſe: ſa ſhoulde 
the Leaguers no longer haue any cloke foz their rebellion , the 
Lownes that they holde ſhould peelde him obedience : and to be 
b:tefe,we ſhould obtaine peace, that is ſo neceſſary to this realme; 

Py maifeers,ſith pou are the kingsſeruants , oz at the leaff, 
that pon do ſo terme your ſelnes, and that it ſcemes, beſides pour 
own ſayings,that pou would haue vs beleeue you ſo to be: J dare 
pꝛeſiume that you will hearken to my reaſons, and accept of them 
with a milde and vpꝛight mind: foz how free ſoeuer J be in my 
woꝛds, pet do I meane to ſay nothing that map be offenſiue vn- 
to pou. 

Ipzay you, my maiffers , ROE cu” 
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with ſuch zealous fighs as ſceme ts'/p;occede from your fomaks, 
do they ſimply growe of a holy affection to the wealth and peace 
of Gods Church and this realme, and the ſamation of the King, 
92 rather ofſome affened ſhew, then of any true eſſence of god 
will: A am content to take them in the firſt ſenſe , which is the 
beſt, and ts belcene that ſincerely pon are of opinion, that ifthe 
King would ſperdely, without tarrying vntill a Councell hath 
determined the contreuerſics that at this day raigne thzough- 
out chꝛiſtendome about the dinerſities of opinions, concerning 
the Cath.Apoſt. and Romiſh religion, yeelde himſelſe to bee in⸗ 
ſtructed in the Catholike religion, his reabue won immediat- 
ly grow ts peace, and all factions and partialities amongeſt vs 


ceaſe, 

J would to God that that were the onely let, and in ſo holy a 
deſire wil J neuer giue place to any. Beſides, J am aſſured, 
that the Ring is ſo ready to learne, th it he will eaſely be content 
to be inſtructed and bꝛought to the Cath. Apoſt. Nomiſh religi⸗ 
on, in caſe any man can ſhew and pꝛoue him to be in any exxoꝝ: 
pet,map I tell you, that this remedy is nat ſufficient to cure our 
diſeaſes . Do pou beleue, that the Leaguers doe in heart defire 
that the King would be b:ought to the Cath. Apaſt. Romiſh re- 
ligion 2 If you do ſo thinke, you are dereiued. They ſa me to de⸗ 
ſire it, but they would be veryſczy it ſhould be ſo, yea, albeit the 
King had done it, vet would they pelde him no moze ebcdience 
then they now do, but rather they woulde vſe his returne to the 
Cath. Church as a meane to fener the Germans,Switzers,and 
other pꝛoteſtant nations from the Kings friendſhip, and ſs hing 
him to laſe al credit and reputation both within and without the 
' realme: a matter whichgreat pꝛinces do continue acco2ding as 
they are thought of, and are in effet conſtant , couragious and 
ſtedfaſt in their god purpoſes . Marke therefoze this one onely 
matter among many other of like pollicy, which now J thinke 
meete to ſhew pou, foz ſo map you diſcouer the trueth of theſe 


ſpeeches. 
The chiefe of the League, and among others the O. of 1Y- 
raine,percefuing one of the kings chiefeſt humane fozces to con⸗ 
itt inthe luccour that heexpeceth from the Germaines, fearing 
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nothing ſo much as the diſcent ol an army of that nation, haue by 
their agents andfacto2s giuen ts vnder ſtand to the pꝛinces Elec⸗ 
toꝛs, and other laꝛds and potentates of Germany, that the King 
was become, d at the leaſt had ſwo2ne and pꝛomiſed the officers 
of the crowne and French nobility, that he would become a Ca- 
tholike : That already both about his perſon, and in his pzincl- 
pall and moſt impoꝛtant affaires within the realme and with- 
out, he vſed almoſt none but Catholikes . Which to be ſo, ſayde 
they, mark what they be whom he hath ſent to be dealers in the 
leaup of ſuch Douldiours as he defireth of you: be they not all 
Catholikes 2 Vea, enen the ſame Piniſters and Ambaſſadours 
wheme the late Liing vſed: What occaſion therefoze haue your 
Loꝛdſhips to grant pour ſuccoz to the king of Nauarre (fo2 they 
do nat otherwiſe entitle the King) rather then vnts the houſe of 
Loꝛraine and Guiſe, o2 to the King of Spaine their king and 
confederate 2 With this fleight and ſubtilty bane they troubled 
the Rings allaires in Germany and flacked the leany of his men 
of war. What then would they do if inderde the king were be- 
come a Catholike,conſidering that vpon a fimple apparance on- 
ly they haneſo ſhaken the amity which the yꝛintes of Germany 
do beare to the king? Hereupon therefoze ye may conclude, that 
althe inſtance that the leagners make, to cauſe tho N. to returne 
to the Catholike religion, tends only to withdzaw from him the 
toue of foꝛren pꝛoteſtant Pzinces, ſo ts weaken his fo2ces of ſo 
much. Allo that albeit he were become a Cath. yct the King of 
Spaine, with the houſes of Lozraine and Guiſe, and other his 
ennemies, would neuerthelefle pꝛoſecute the warre againft htm, 
and that with moze power and ſtrength then pet they haue: foz 
undoubtedly they would vſe the power of Germany x other the 
pꝛoteſtants that now do affiff the king in the delente of his ſuc- 
cefine and lawfull right to this crowne, which they indeuour to 
wzeft from hum, and al other the pzinces of his blod and familie. 
This is the cauſe that the King (being well info:med of the 
diifts and pꝛactiſes afozeſaide, hath diſpatched the L.Uicount of 
Turenne to the Qutene of England, and thence into Germa- 
np, to aſſure the pꝛoteſtant Pzinces of the contrarie of that that 
his enemies haue bzuited among them to his hindzance , and to 
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'Hew them that it was no newes that be vied the ſoruicr ot ta- 
be had the like befozr he tame to thiscrown. 
Alo, that he intended equally to fauoti aus ve all his obedient 
\ſernants and fubiects without acception 02 difference of religion: 
With aFurance likewiſe to the ame Lady the Queene of Eng⸗ 
dun id proteſtant of Germany, that at what time ſoe- 
ner he Gat cauſe tobe inftrugedin the catholike religi⸗ 
on, he will withall pzocure to al chaiflendome the benefite of re- 
union in one ſsle faith and religion, thereby at once to ceaſe all 
diuiſions, warres and partialities arifing vpon the dinerſttie of 
opinions in religion. Let vs therefo2e, IJ pꝛap you, a little exa- 
mine what may bzing to all chiſtendome in gener all, and parti- 
cularly to this realme, the accompliſhment of your defires, 

It were ſomewhat if the king were inffruced and bought to 
the cath, Apoſt. and Romiſh religion, and with all my heart mp 
felfe do wich it as earneſtly as any of pou, yet nit vou with me 
confeffe, that albeit we might reap the contentment of the fight 
hereof, yet his ſubtettes that are indned with the like opinion, 
wonldnot neuerthelefſe be fs lone reclaimed : witnes Caſſiodo- 
rus who in the perſon of Theods2ike king of the Gothes doth 
ſap: Religion dependeth not vpen our commaundement, 
for no man is forced to beleeue againſt his will: witnes alſs 
S. Bernard, who in another place ſaith : Faith muſt be perſua- 
ded, not forced, whereby theſe two great perſonages doe fre&- 
ty confeſfe, that kings haue no power ouer the conſciences : be- 
ſides that, nothing ſhould be ſs voluntary as religion , wherein, 
if the ſpirit be fo2ced, it may wel be ſaid, that religion is taken a- 
way, and there is none at all left. And inderd we haue found that 
dur kings how zealous catholikes ſoeuer, could not in thateſcoꝛe 
peares ſpace neither by their examples of earnef Catho. Apoff, 
and Nomiſh religion, nepther by fires , toztures o2 tempozall 
weapons tame o2 fo2ce the caſciences of their ſubieus. To what 
purpoſe then were it foz the king to be a catholike , vnlefſe his 
pꝛoteſtant ſubie s would ſs become alfo ? I do already ſieme to 
heare ſome cry ont ſaying : we would perfwade, vea, euen fo:ce 
the king to denounce war againff them, vnleſſe they would con⸗ 
fo;me themſelnes. Alas, D Re: 
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dut ye ſceke to depart. You ſay, The king becoming a cathy 
luke, we Wal be at peace: pet in pour other diſcourſe you ſer, that 
creeping out of one war, we ſhall fall into another as dangerous, 
o2 rather wozſe then the fozmer , Let vs then crie alarum as 
much as we liff,foz that is no cure fo2 our calamities : weapons 
p20uoke weapons, and our minds only are ficke, which we muſt 
ſeeke to cure by documents and reaſons onely . Thus much foz 
the particularitp of this realme. | 1 

Shall the generall fate of chziffendome be any whit the bet⸗ 
ter? Is the king moꝛe able to reduce laren pꝛoteſtant Nations 
ta the cath. apaſt. Rom ich religion : There wil be ns want of 
ficebzands of war to tel me with their vſnall diſcourſes : That 
the king whois a great warriour,may with the aſſiſtance of the 
toyne and foꝛces of our holy father the Pops , and the King of 
Spaine, in few2 peares reduce the fozraine people and Nations 
into the boſome of the Romiſh church. Such diſcourſes are much 
amiſſe, as experience of that which is paſt teacheth vs: fo ſg 
ſhould wr reenter into ſuch a labozinth, as without other moze 
milde and lawfull meanes, and Gads great helpe , we ſhall not 
eaſelp get out agatne : pea, ſo honld we fall ts turning of an in⸗ 
FA » 4 wo a finall de⸗ 

tian. 

Paeoner, pe are to thinke, that it were very vnſemelp ta 
the inuiolable faith of the king, ts his conſtancie, inuinciblo 
m ign mimitie, don zur and reputation, ſo lleightly and ſodaine- 
ly to alter his religion, whether in hope of a moe peaceabls 
raigne, oꝛ in intent to foꝛce and racke canſciences, and in all ex⸗ 
trenutie to leauy wir againſt thoſe that haue alſiſted him in all 
bis aduerſities, and againſt whome we are to imagine, that ha 
beareth no bad minde, lth himſellſe being in the like caſe hath 
felt, that euen in his ſoule, he thought it god. Which alſo is the 
cauſe, th ut he iudging others affection to religion by his owne, 
will nst fozce the conſciences of vs catholikes, and woulde pou 
then that be ſhould fozce the pzoteſtants ? Judge pe whether if 
were aup reaſon. Da wm:anc ta plap with the A. and make 
him in his ations (w ich ought to be kept in meaſure andcom- 
paſſe) u kt aſter aur fantaſtes? neee, 
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With his declarations publithed bath befo2e 4 fince his comminif 
to this crowne, which haue relation hereto, and doe open to vs 
bis reſolution, 

IJ haue peradnentnre moze b:tefly then J onlde, oꝛ then the 
matter deſernes, touched ſuch inconueniences as are to be fearcd, 
92 map come to paſſe, in caſe the king ſhould reclaime humſelſe to 
the cathol. religion as readily as ſame doe deſire : but becauſe by 
this little that haue ſaid, others may eaſily ſupply ſach confide- 
rations as may be concetucd in this behalfe, which J leane to the 
diſcretion of thoſe that liſt moe deepely to penetrate thereinto, 1 
wil pzoce to intreat ofthe pꝛoſt andcommaditie that map re- 
dound ts al chꝛiſtendame, ſs long as the king ſtandeth faſt in the 
declarations which he hath publiſhcd both befoze and ſince his 
comming to the crowne , foz matter of conſcience and religion, 
wherein he alwayes ſubmitted him ſelfe to the determination of 
a generall 82 nationall csuncell. 

The king is not alone in this realme ol his religion, there are 
but ouer many inſtructed therein, that do pzofefſe the ſame. Aei⸗ 
ther in this re alme alone are there many withdzawen from the 
Romiſh Church, but alſo in England, Scotland, Denmarke, 
Sweden Poleland, Germany, Dwitzerland, and other places, 
being moꝛe then halfe chzifendome , What way therfo2e do pe 
thinke to be beſt ta reclaume al theſe nations to the obedience of 
the cath. apoſt. Nomiſt church, whether war, oꝛ a fre generall 
cauncell? Jnquifitions, fires, gibbeta, murders, warres, battels, 
ſiege of townes,lcagues, conuenticles, ſlaughters, aſſaults, poy⸗ 
ſonings : in b2tefe, all other meanes and ſubtilties in the woꝛlde, 
that theſe $ o. eres could be p2aciſed to the great deſolation and 
detriment of al chꝛiſtendome, but eſpecially of this realme, haue 
as pet nothing pꝛeuailet. Only they haue made a utunber of A- 
theifts, Libertines andEpicures, cantenmers of Gad, his wozd, 
and church: we haue found theſe medicines to be no fitter to the 
cure of the fickenes of the mind, then is a ſtrong, cleane, and fu- 
ming wine to the frantike oz burning ague:but rather to reſem⸗ 
ble oile to guench a flaming fire: oꝛ as when a man hath paine 
in his arme.fs2 the curing thereof to cut off his leg, oꝛ other mem 
ber. Pp maiſters, the Apoſtles and — Church 
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neuer bſed any ſuch toles fo2 the roting ont of theſe errours am 
berefles which from tim to time were ſowen and planted there» 
in. Marke in the Ads ofthe Apoſtles what they did in the be- 
ginning, in the cutting off of meats, and aboliſhing ol Judaiſms 
which ſome thzongh the circumciſion went about to contirnme in 
the church, after grace giuen by Jeſus Chuſt. Conſider what 
the Emperour Conftantine the great did foz the ſuppzeſſion and 
tondemning ol the hereſte of Arrius. Se alſo what other Em- 
perours did in like caſes, what courſe thy toe to aboliſh the he⸗ 
reſies of the Neffozians, Pelagians, Anabaptiffs,and others, as 
the Comnſclles called fo2 the ſame do teſtifie . Why then ſhall 
not we do the like in theſe dayes, where the gueffion concerneth 
not a handfull of people retired from the Romich church, but e- 
uen halle chziffendome? 

But now here commeth ſome angrie fellow that will tell me, 
that the hereſies of theſe dayes are alredy condemned by the cormn- 
cel of Trent:and therfoze, if that a pꝛoceſſe alredp iudged euen by 
decree, where all parties haue anſwered recipꝛocally, is not to be 
reduced to the file, what ſhal then become of a pzocefſe iudged by 
default, and tontumatie, where the parties haue neither appearcd 
noꝛ anſwered: But omitting al other cauſes of nullitie aleadged 
againſt the ſaid Councell, as by ſundꝛy bokes expꝛeſſely waitten 
doth appeare : the Pꝛoteſtants and Huguenots ds ſay and com- 
plaine that they are not heard in the ſaid councel of Trent. That 
albeit they were thereto ſamoned and called, yet they durft 
not appcare,as doubting of the ſafety of their perſons , bp reaſon 
of a certaine p2inciple both then, and pet holden by ſome of our dis 
nines, impoꝛting, That faith is not to be kept with heretikes: 
and fcaring the like ſucceſſe as happened to thoſe , who contrarie 
to thepublike faith, and the Emperour Sigiſmmmdes ſafeconduct, 
were put to death at the councel of Conſtance. If we were once 
ſufficiently grounded fo condemne this opinion and erraur, may 
we not be ſo againe:? It is not the firſt time that there haue b&ne 
dviucrs councels holden fo2 the roting out of one ſelfe hereſie. Sith 
there haue bene two Councels holden in Italie, and one Sinode 

in Frante, ſoꝛ the determining of the opinion of a meane Deacon 
— — —Ä— 
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nerall fre councell foz ſo many peoples and nations of Chaiffen- 
dome, as at this dap are of diuers opinions: Let vs then ſhews 
that we feare not the touchſtone : pea, let them know that equi- 
tie and trueth are on our ſide, which can neuer be reuerſed in the 
pꝛeſente of God, who by his holy ſpirite alwates aſſiſteth a fre 
councel lawfully aſſembled and holden. 

I could be content here to make a digrefſion and exclamation 
ag ainſt our holy fathers the Popes, who are oꝛ ſhould be the com- 
man fathers of all faithfull and Catholike people, foz ſuffering ſo 
much chꝛiſtian bloud to be ſhead about theſc arguments and con- 
trouerfies in religion:al(o, foꝛ that they haue rather fanonred, al- 
lowed, andconſentcd to the leuying of ſuch wars hereabout, then 
bſed the ſpiritualiſ&s;d, the which is Gods woꝛd, fo2 the cutting 
off of the courſe of hereſie: but in reſpec of the renercnce ol their 
memoꝛie: the place that they haue holden the honoꝛ that J ows 
to that holy ſea, and eſche wing of offence, J will holde mp peace. 

I ſay therefoꝛe, that as this ſickenes of diuerſitie of opinions 
in religion is ſpirituall, ſo it is requiſite thereto to applie ſpiritual 
remeties and medicines. To ſap with ſeme, that the king is to be 
inſtructed, we may ſap as much of al other that holde the ſame ge 
pinions as he doth, and ſo when ſhal we haue done teaching ol e⸗ 
uery one particularly: Agame, thinke pou ſo to win the conſent 
of the inhabitants of England, Scotland, Denmarke, Sweden, 
Germany, and other countries that hauc fre crerciſe of their re⸗ 
ligion without controlement 2 Weene you that the doctours of 
Sozbonre, and other ſuch dinines ſhall be welcome to them in 
particular, when they come to minifter vato them this fode and 
inſtruction: Ve ate decctued: it is a mere mockerie, neither can 
that be the neceſſarie remedy to this diſeaſe. Nothing but a gene⸗ 
rall councell can cure ſo generall a ſickeneTe, Foꝛ the honour of 
God therfoꝛe, my Maiſters, vou that are ſeru untes to God and 
the king, as well Cleargie men as others, neuer withſtand this 
courſe. And you of the League, let reaſon rule you, as well pour 
affaires are but in bad caſe : I ſap andaffirme, that vnto ſuch ag 
in lien of employing themſelues about the calling of a generall 
councel, ſhall withſtand and hinder the ſame , we may tuſtiy at- 
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wpoſtol. and Ramith religion, aduowing that they be gufifp aud 
anſwerable befoꝛe god fo2 al the robberies, murders, fixes, ſpoils, 
ranſams, vislations, xuines, calamities, and other outrages, and 
ercefſe of the warres. J know well enough, my maiſters, that 
many of pon do wiſh that the king would become a cathslike, to 
the end pe might haue peace, and ye deſire peace to the end to re⸗ 
turne to pour houſes, there to inioy pour wanted conmedities 
and pleaſures . But if ye obtain? not this with at Gods hand, ye 
map be well alfred, that (as in a certaine place it is ſaide) it is 
becauſe pe al ke amiſſe. God knoweth sur hearts, and can an- 
ſwere ysu as Chꝛiſt anſwered the ſonnes of Z ebede, Y c wot not 
chat ye aske: Let vs firſt therefoꝛe aſke and ſcke after the 
kinadome of God and his rightrouſmes, fs ſhall all things be ad⸗ 
ded thereto. Foꝛ I do ccrtaine!p beleenc that the firſt point re- 
guifit hercto, were to change andrefo2me our maners, our pꝛide, 
vanitie,couetouſnes,ambitionans pleaſures, with other cur ſing 
and bad demeanoꝛs, and ts embꝛate charitie with the lene of God 
and our neighboꝛ, which at this dap are not onely coled, but euen 
almoft quite quenched in vs. But ſith J am no diuine, without 
grounding mp ſelle any deeper vpon dinintty, J will ende this diſs 
courſe in the ſame ſimple (file wherein J begen. 

A hund2ed anda hundꝛed times, confidering the ſpoiles and de⸗ 
ſalations p2occeding of the tragedies ſtirred dp thzougbout Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtendome, but eſpecially in this realme , vnder the pꝛetente ol di⸗ 
nerſity of opinions in matter of religion, have ſtudied how they 
might be appeaſed, vet ſtill my minde hath giuen me, and J haue 
thought it god vnder Gods god pleafare, who only is able to free 
vs from theſe miſeries) ſoꝛ ſome mighty chꝛiſtian pꝛinte, tauched 
with the ſpirite of God, a louer of his owne ſaluation , together 
with the peace and vnion of the vniuerſall Church, whoſe woꝛde 
and faith had neuer bene called in queſtion, to labour to the pope, 
emperour, and other chꝛiſtian kings and pꝛiuces, to ſummon an 
aſſembly in in mer of a councell,o2 gencrall conference, whereto 
it might be lawſull foꝛ al chꝛiſtian n ions to ſend their em baſſa⸗ 
doꝛs, deputies, dodours and dinines, men of milde and tractable 
bumonrs, ſuch as eſpecially reſpetted the gloꝛy of God, the ſalua⸗ 
fionsCtheuſclues and their neighbours, and the peace — 
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endeme, fo the ende, by the teſtimony and antho2ity of the has 
ly ſcriptures, the auncient councels, the doctours and fathers of 
the church, ſuch as haue alwapes birne receiued and allowed, tg 
agree and conclude vpan a publike and general confeſſion of faith, 
that my touch whatloeuer is in contrauetſie, oꝛ diuerlly inters 
pꝛeted concerning the catholike apoſtouke and Romtſh doatrins 
and religion, as alls that euer tqe ſaide em aurs and des 
puties chauld be autho213ed with epſectall po mer and pꝛorie ſuf- 
ficicnt to grant, pꝛomiſe and ſweare in the behalfe of thoſe that 
might haue choſen, and ſent them, to obſerue and kvepe, id reli⸗ 
gioully and inuiol ably to cauſe to be obſerued and kept, whatſoe⸗ 
ner ſhall be detided, concluded and decreed in the ſude aſſembly. 
And withal reusluing in my mind who were the fitte p2ince in 
chꝛiſtendome, whom god might vſe as an marmnnent in ſo great 
a woꝛke, my heart gaue me ab. ue . peares ſince, that the king 
now raigning tempoꝛally oucr vs, was moſt miete: pea, and e⸗ 
uer ſince haue J bin perſuaded, that god ſtil pzefrucd him to that 
end. In which perſuaſton J am greatly confirmed, when p:inatly 
I call to mind Gods wonderſull vooꝛks, in the calling and bꝛing⸗ 
ing him to this croum. Fo? it hath bin maxuellaus yea, I would 
gladly ſay cuen miraculous, had nat every oneſcene it, oꝛ had 
not many particularities bene noted in ſundꝛy loꝛmer witings: 
either if J wit, that among the kings ſcrumts (fo2 to them ſpe⸗ 
cially do J direa myſp2ch) there were any pet ſo dull, as not ta 
bane conſidered, and diuers times meditatcd vpon the courſe of 
things paſſed, 4 could gladly ſtap vppon a bz1ei2 reheaxſall af the 
ſame in this place: but ſtudying loꝛ bꝛeuitie, leaſt I chauld be te⸗ 
dious, I will encl» ſay thus much: that uth ſa cxtrao2dinarily, 
contrary to the opinion anderpectationofa great parte, and a⸗ 
gainſt the willes of m uw French men, andſom? mighty foꝛren 
ennemies, G © D hath raiſed vp, and placed in the ſeate rap- 
all, him nome they reiected and p2octaymed vnwaꝛthy, 4 
am fully and ſtcdfalkly rezalued, that he hath called and chalen 
bim, not only to raigne ouer this realme, but alſo to be the meane 
of peace and vnion thꝛaugbont the caths. apoſtolike and Romi 
church, and to rate out ail ſchiſmes, diuifions ⁊ abuſes, that may 
haue bincrept in oz naoꝛiſhed th;ouzy the cazruption gf the time. 
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Which foundation once laid, J will with Saint Paule adde thus 
much, that ſuch as do reſiſt the kings dominion ouer this realme, 
do reſiſt the oꝛdinance of God, and ſo purchaſe to then ſclues eter⸗ 
nall danmation: and therefo2e to the end to appeaſe Gods wzath, 
all the ſubiects of this crowne ought to vnite themſc lues in one 
will, to acknowledge and obey the king, that ſo we may attaine 
to a peace, whereby things decaped map be redꝛeſſed, ſmall ones 
increaſed, iuſtice flouriſh, and oꝛder, which by wars is ſubucrted 
and co2rupted, be reſtoꝛed in all eſtates and functions, and finals 
ly the king, at the humble ſuite of his god and laithlull ſubiectes 
may deale with the ſaide Pope, Emper our, and other Kings 
and pꝛinces chꝛiſtian, ſoꝛ the aſſembling and gathering of a ge⸗ 
nerall free councell, wherein to aboliſh and end all controuerfics, 
and to refozme whatſoener is any where cozrupted oꝛ amiſſe in 
matter of religion. 

Me thinkes that already J heare a common conſent of al na- 
tions chꝛiſtian, to hearken to this ſo neceſſary a motion: yea , 
that J even heare them ſap, that ſith the king is the dealer, and 
that the generall councel ſhall be aembled vnder his faith and 
wozd, they will not hencefoꝛth feare to ſend their embaſſadoꝛs 
and deputies, as being aſſured that euery one map come ſafely : 
that with all liberty they ſhall be receiued vnto a ſr& debating of 
their reaſons and declarations, and to lay open whatſoeuer the 
tmaginations of their mindes in matter of religion, without a- 
ny feare of moleſtation in their lines and perſons , Foz what 
Pꝛince was there euer moze carefull of his faith then the King? 
Sith his enemies haue and daily do relic thereupon, ſhal nat his 
friends do the like? But withall it is meete that the ſaid nations 
togither with their embafſado2s and deputies, conſitering that 
it is the honoꝛ and gloꝛy of God, the quiet and ſaluation of their 
ſoules, and the peace and vnion cf the vniuerſall Chi: rch that is 
to be dealt in, ſhould be admeniſhed , laying afide all affections 

and particular paſſions, all conetouſnes,ambition,bittcrnes and 
obſtinacy, to come and hing to the ſaid aſſembly milde and trac- 
table mindes, cafie to be illuminated and guided by the light of 
Gods woꝛd, together with the authoꝛtie of the doctrine of the 
ancient councels and fathers ofthe Church, and to the ame ef- 
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fe, befoze they enter infs matter and conference , they are fo 
miete and agree vpon ſuch autho2s and bokes as they wil accept 
to be the arbitrato2s and iudges of their contronerſles, 

Who doubteth any longer of taking this courſe? What ſpirit 
of ſtrife will not lende his conſent hereto + Who is ſo great an 
enemp tohimſelfe, and to the whole name of Chziffianitie, as to 
chuſe warre and tempozall weapons rather then ſpirituall: The 
controuerſis is ſpirituall,let it be decided with ſpiritual weapons? 
J am content to bel&ue that we al do agree herein, reaſon ſo re- 
quireth, neceſtttie foceth . And J hope that God who with his 
holy grace and pꝛouidence guides al things, wil fauour the bows 
and hearty ſupplications which daily foz the ſame we ds and till 
will poure fo2th vnto him. 

J haue already ſhewed that the peace of this realme muff pꝛo⸗ 
tied of the holding of this ſaid generall councell, as alſo it will be 
vnpolſible to attain to the one without the other:it ſhall not be a- 
mille therefoze in few wo2ds to ſay, that though peace, matter 
of religion mult be ſkated by pʒouiſo vntil the reſolution of what 
ſoener ſhall be agreed, decided and concluded in the ſaide generall 
councell , It is an vſuall courſe to knitte againe a thz&de in the 
ſame place where it was bzoken : and when an Anfrument of 
Pulicke is out of tune, men vſe not foz to bzeake the reſt ofthe 
firings, but by w2eſting and ſlacking of them, to reduce them to 
a conſent and harmony as wel as they may. Euen ſo may peace 
be knit againe, and the harmony of this eſtate be reſtoꝛed in the 
place where it was bzoken . And this map be compaſſed by re- 
eſtabliſhing things into the ſame Fate wherein they were when 
the Leaguers thzongh their manileſt conſpiracies,conmotions, 
and p2actiſcs, ſoꝛted the late king to renoke the Edict that had 
pꝛeſerued and maintained vs ſeauen yeares on arowe in happie 
peace, concoꝛd, and tranquilitie thzoughout the realme. 

Co conclude therefoze, in ſo much as the Leagners intent 
in ſer ming to wiſh the king would become a catholike, is wicked 
and captious,as we haue already ſhe wed, alſs that the intents of 
others that terme themſelues the kings ſeruants, and make the 
like wilh, are not ſo wel grounded, but that they may be reuerſed 
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herne debated, let vs hereafter ceaſe this impo:tunate and com 
mon pꝛopoſition and pzinciple , and hencefozth ſu pea all ſuch as 
Hall vſe it, accompting them fo2 ſuch, as vnder a faire and large 
apparance and pꝛetente doe weaue I wote not what ambitions 
and pernitious web, to the diſaduantage of the wealth and ſer⸗ 
nice of the king, and the peace of his eſtate . And contrariwiſe, 
taking the king at his wozd, that he will be inſtructed, and con⸗ 
fome himſelle to whatſoener ſhall be decided and determined in 
a generall councell,let vs tand vpon this latter aduiſe, whereby 
pzocuring the kings inltruction and conner ſion, by the ſaide ge⸗ 
nerallcouncell we may reunite the church of God ints one ſelle 
religion and confeſſion of faith, which is the greateſt benefit that 
we can at this pꝛeſent craue of our Loꝛd, who wil grant our re- 
queſt, in cafe our 9wne commodities and particular intcreſtes 
fo:gotten and omitted, we ſerke onely his honour and glo⸗ 
ry, together with the peace and vnion 
cf all chꝛiſtendome. 
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